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of subscribers to loans* It was better* because
honest, to confess that they come forward with a
loan in expectation of profit. The minister knew-
this; he had by this loan lost much of his credit
with the monied men ; he wished to restore himself
to their favor, and therefore he came now to the
Jhouse to ask them to repair his credit out of the pub-
lic purse. He had heard with surprize, for it was
impossible for him to attend the house yesterday,
that many gentlemen had given their votes that this
pioney should be raised upon tfoe public, although
a great part of it was to "go into their own pockets,
as subscribers to the loan. He said he could not
conceive any thing more indecent or more indis-
creet At a time when the house of commons was
extremely unpopular, and deserved to be so, for'
gentlemen thus to disgrace its proceedings by votes
so mean and selfish, was actual madness. From
ministers they expected nothing but deception. But
if these proceedings were carried on, the house of
commons would become more unpopular even than
the ministers. From the one, the people expected
only to be cajoled and plundered; but from the
house they had expected at least some attention to
their interests; they had been disappointed, how-
ever, in such expectations. -This was,indeed, taking
away the public odium from the minister, and fixing
it upon the house of commons. Gentlemen should
beware of doing this when they saw such bodies of
men in a state of desperate insubordination, for they
would increase the danger which now threatened the
state, by rendering the house of commons despi-.
cable in the eyes of the people. There was one
point more which he must press in the way of a
question, and he expected an answer from the
highest authority in that house. He wanted to
t know whether any member of that house ought to
be permitted to vote on a question in which he was
interested personally, and in a pecuniary sense?
They could not even be examined as witnesses' in